[Place and function of fourth age persons in the family and in society: a challenge].
The life expectancy, at the age of 75 years, is nowadays 11 years for men and 13.5 for women, and is still increasing. Two aspects are here discussed; (i) the role of independent elderly people bringing to the younger generations financial support, experience, rules of social behaviour and memory, and (ii) the specific needs of solidarity that society and family have to provide to dependent elderly people. Adequate management of these problems is certainly a challenge for our culture.